
Greene Valley Hawkwatch (GVHW) Results 

By Bob Fisher 

It was another successful year at the Greene Valley Hawkwatch! One or more of our dedicated 

volunteer counters/observers were on the hill for a record 640 hours during 2025; thanks especially to 

the indefatigable Jeff Smith, who personally logged 575 hours–

up almost daily, scanning, counting, then logging/entering data 

in real time, providing eBird checklists of our nonraptor flybys. 

He was ably supported by the other counters and observers 

who weren’t able to put in quite as much time but helped 

greatly in spotting and counting on many occasions. Our 

GVHW hawkwatching team registered an aggregated 1651 

hours–a new record!  

Viewing conditions were tough this fall–many blue dome 

days, many days with easterly winds, especially during the 

Broad-winged Hawk migration time 

window. We counted 1,779 raptors in 640 

hours on the hill. Our 2025 total was 600+ 

higher than 2024’s all-time low but well 

below GVHW’s long-term running average.  

Excluding the variable year-to-year Broad-

winged Hawk numbers, 2025’s 2.72 

raptors/hr rate is 42 percent below the 20-

year average of 4.66/hr. One new species 

high count was set in our 20th year of the 

GVHW, 114 Bald Eagles, two more than in 

2019, our previous high. One all-time low: 202 Red-tailed Hawks!  Even Turkey Vultures were less 

abundant than normal, almost 50 percent below their long-term average. Fortunately, inclement 

weather caused count cancellations on just one day (snowed out on 11/29). 

On our snow-capped last day of the Count, two of us were rewarded for navigating the drifts and getting 

to the top of the hill: a mixed flock (300-500) of longspurs, buntings (lots of distinctive juveniles) and a 

few larks PLUS 7,000+ cranes (including 6 Whooping Cranes, 5 together in one small chain), and two 

Golden Eagles, both eagles loosely associating with the Sandhill flocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

Juvenile Male Harrier. Photo by Jeff Smith 
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The annual Greene Valley Hawkwatch is now up to 196 species recorded over our 20-year history, with 

two new species this year—Tennessee Warbler and American Coot. It also shows you that you can see a 

lot of birds just sitting in one place! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For a deep dive on the raptors, check out the following analysis of sightings over the last 20 years. Red 

highlighting shows low counts, while green shows high counts. 

  



Here are a few other fun facts: 

• Monarchs were seen in small numbers well into November, but no big dragonfly swarm. Green 

Darners and Black Saddlebags did go by in generally small numbers.  

• Our faithful “winter bird companions” were back—Horned Larks, American Pipits, Lapland 

Longspurs, Snow Buntings; both the latter species kept us company daily in late November.  

• 17,600 Sandies flew over during the season, 7,000 plus on 11/30, our last day. Six Whooping Cranes 

were also a last-day highlight, as were two Golden Eagles. 

• Both accipiter species, Coops and Sharpies, bounced back after a very low numbers in ’24. 

 

As always, thanks to our dedicated team of volunteers, the DuPage County Forest Preserve District, and 

Waste Management, for their support of our Count! See you in 2026! Let’s put our eyes on the sky once 

again! 

 


