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Drummings November 2026 
    

President’s Letter 

Hi all, 

With a few weeks to go until the election, my first comment (as it has been 
always as of late) is that we’re still missing some needs, two of which are 
(you guessed it) President and Vice President. I will remind all who read this 
that regardless of whether or not you step up, I will not be President once 
2027 comes around. The longer people wait, the less time (or no time) there 
will be for transition. Please step up and help keep the club going. 

With that said, I want to put some thoughts out there about where we find 
ourselves. The by-laws revisions were supposed to make the President and 
Vice President positions less unattractive. I certainly understand if there are 
people waiting to see what happens there, and I hope we end up passing 
them as this inability to fill out our volunteer slots is case in point that we 
need to change if we’re going to keep the club running. How far we need to 
go with those changes remains to be seen. The main objection I’ve heard 
from some folks about the changes is related to scheduling of the meetings. 
While we may end up having a discussion about this prior to the vote if it’s a 
big enough concern, I wanted to walk everyone through why we felt that we 
needed to open the door to changes to meeting schedules going forward. As 
you all know, I’m data oriented, so let’s run some numbers. 

First off, meeting attendance. This year, we are averaging 52 people 
attending our meetings with a high of 70 and a low of 35. This includes the 
online attendees who typically account for about a quarter to half of the 
attendees. So, our in-person attendance is probably more like 25-40 people 
any given month. While we don’t have this one in hard stats, anecdotally, the 
vast majority of people who attend tend to be regulars, meaning that there 
aren’t many people in that attendance figure that are doing anything in 
between attending all meetings and attending no meetings. Next up, club 
membership—We’ve been hovering between 350 and 400 memberships, 
with 50 to 100 multi person memberships. For the sake of the argument, 
let’s pick 400 as our nice round number for members. 

With those numbers laid out, the point I’m trying to make here is that, at 
least as of today, we expect (and effectively require) our President and Vice 
President to show up to the meetings. This means the most obvious 
candidates would be the members who regularly attend the meetings. Our 
problem with recruitment comes from the final statistic--0, which is the 
number of members who regularly attend meetings that have volunteered to 
be the President or Vice President over the last 2 years. In my view, our way 
out of this is to take advantage of the fact that the number of members who 
regularly attend the meeting is only about 10-20% of the club’s membership. 
We have the other 80-90% of the club’s membership out there, we just have 
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to find ways to make it possible for them to participate. From experience, I think one of those is going to 
be changing up our schedule to make it possible for someone who currently can’t make the meeting 
schedule work so that they can serve more comfortably, and therefore the revisions were built to allow 
the Executive Committee to adjust the meeting schedule to support the needs of those who are willing 
to donate their time to support the continued operations of the club. 

Thanks,  

Matt Crisler 

Crislermj@gmail.com 

   

Officer Elections, Slate of Candidates for 2027 
 
President (OPEN) 
 
Vice President (OPEN) 
 
Treasurer: Rich Gaul  
Bio: Rich is the current Treasurer and returns to that role in 2027. Rich first became interested in birds 
during his youth in rural Illinois. He earned the Bird Watching merit badge as a Boy Scout. While serious 
birding decreased as other interests grew, he still enjoyed seeing new birds (including nearly driving off 
the interstate in West Virginia the first time he saw a Baltimore Oriole). One of those interests was 
accounting and he's been a licensed CPA in Illinois for over 35 years. He recently got back into birding 
and is trying to combine it with his love of photography. 
 
Recording Secretary: Robert Perez  
Bio: Robert is a past President and Vice President and will return to his role as Recording Secretary in 
2027. He has had an interest in birding nearly his entire life. His grandmother created a life list for him 
when he was 2, and he learned the backyard birds off a placemat she had. Since graduating college, 
Robert has gone on several trips throughout the country and Europe specifically looking for birds. He is a 
life-long resident of DuPage County and is now working for the Lombard Park District. In addition to his 
long-time service on the Board, Robert tries to host at least one field trip a month and enjoys helping 
others see as many birds as possible. He is excited to continue as Recording Secretary for another year.  
 
Corresponding Secretary: Joan Alexander  
Bio: Joan fell in love with birding in 2021after attending a four-week “Introduction to Birding” course at 
her local nature center in Brookhaven, NY. After moving to Illinois in 2023, she was happy to discover 
the DuPage Birding Club, with its dedicated community of birders and amazing educational and field trip 
opportunities. As a board member, she is looking forward to taking a more active role in helping DBC 
continue to thrive. Joan lives in Clarendon Hills with her nonbirder but birding-supportive husband 
Frank. She has two grown daughters and two (indoor only) cats.  
 
Director: Elena Nelson  
Bio:  Elena has been an active member of the club for several years and will continue to serve as Director 
and Field Trip Coordinator for a second year. Elena often leads field trips, participates in the DBC Book 
Club and Outreach events, sits on the Grants and Donations Committee, and helps organize the 
quarterly Wingspan Game Day event. 

mailto:Crislermj@gmail.com
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Director: Stephanie Cullerton  
Bio: “My name is Stephanie Cullerton. I got hooked on birding in 2020 and the club has been a 
wonderful source of education and community for me. For the last two years I’ve been a field trip 
coordinator which has allowed me to learn about the club, meet members, and interact with the Board 
and committee members. I also participate in the DBC Book Club and have helped to host WingSpan 
events. I am committed to helping the DuPage Birding Club continue to provide a place to meet and 
share their love of birds! I’d be honored to participate on the Board in the next year.” 
 
Director: Thelma Hulka 
Bio: Thelma is a past President and Vice President and has generously decided to return to the Board as 
a Director. She has been a member of DBC for the last 20 years or so. She primarily joined to go on field 
trips and learn more about birds. She’s had a long-time interest in birds, dating back to her grammar 
school days. Since retiring from nursing in 2019, Thelma has dedicated more of her time to birding and 
hopes to add more to the club by serving on the Board.  
 
 

November 12th Meeting, 7:00 pm – In Person and Via Zoom:     
Sparrows of DuPage County – The Little Brown Birds Every Birder 
Loves to Hate 

Presenters: Denis Kania and Joe Suchecki 

The November program will feature two of our best known club members, Denis Kania and Joe 

Suchecki, in a program about identification of those little brown birds that many birders simply ignore 

because they all look alike and are too hard to 

identify. Sparrows can indeed appear to be 

superficially similar, but Denis and Joe will 

demonstrate that the key characteristics of 

plumage, unfeathered body parts, call notes, 

and songs used to ID other bird groups work 

just as well with the sparrows. The program 

will be a primer on sparrow identification and 

will assist you in learning ways to neatly 

process information about your target 

sparrows and make their ID easier. 

Come in with your questions and leave ready 

to ID all those late fall sparrows showing up in 

DuPage County every day. 

The meeting starts at 7:00 pm at the College of DuPage Health Sciences Building. Come early and gather 

with fellow birders to talk about all the birds you have been seeing starting at 6:30 pm. If you cannot 

make the meeting in person, join us via ZOOM conference call by registering at the following website: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/aj1c9O8fRc2NNysna4FSAg 

Joe Suchecki and Denis Kania. Photo courtesy of Diann Bilderback 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/aj1c9O8fRc2NNysna4FSAg


 

NOVEMBER 2026 DRUMMINGS 4 

 

 
In Case You Missed It: From Calumet to Lincoln Park and Beyond— 
The Black-crowned Night Herons of Chicago 
 
Presented by: Amy Lardner, Founder, the Chicago Black-crowned Night 

Heron Project 

At our October meeting, Amy Lardner shared the fascinating story of the 

largest rookery of Black-crowned Night Herons in the state, which 

features several hundred birds adjacent to the Lincoln Park Zoo. When 

Amy learned about a 2021 Chicago construction project that caused the 

destruction of a Lincoln Park Black-crowned Night Heron nesting site, she 

got involved and stayed with it. Today, she is founder of the Chicago 

Black-crowned Night Heron Project, bringing together the public, 

scientists, and conservation efforts around these Illinois-endangered 

birds. 

To see this most interesting presentation, visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQT3FeXShqci009Tvaw4oEYEQNg2cBz6f 

 

 DBC Book Club Meets November 10th—
Birding to Change the World, by Trish 
O’Kane   

In this uplifting environmental memoir, a professor and 
activist shares what birds can teach us about life, social 
change, and protecting the environment. 

Trish O’Kane is an accidental ornithologist who, in her nearly 
two decades writing about justice as an investigative 
journalist, she'd never paid attention to nature. But then 
Hurricane Katrina destroyed her New Orleans home, 
sending her into an emotional tailspin. 

Enter a scrappy cast of feathered characters―first a 
cardinal, urban parrots, and sparrows, then a catbird, owls, 
a bittern, and a woodcock―that cheered her up and 

showed her a new path. Inspired, O'Kane moved to Madison, Wisconsin, to pursue an environmental 
studies PhD. There she became obsessed with birds―logging hours in a stunningly biodiverse urban 
park, filling field notebooks with the drama of local urban wildlife, and teaching ornithology to college 
students and middle-school kids. 

Photo courtesy of Amy Lardner 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLQT3FeXShqci009Tvaw4oEYEQNg2cBz6f
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When Warner Park―her daily birdwatching haven―was threatened with development, O’Kane and her 
neighbors mustered a mighty murmuration of nature lovers, young and old, to save the birds' homes. 
Through their inspiring community activism, she learned that once you get outside and look around, 
you're likely to fall in love with a furred or feathered creature―and find a flock of your own. 

In Birding to Change the World, O'Kane details the astonishing science of bird life, from migration and 
parenting to the territorial defense strategies that influenced her own activism. A warm and compelling 
work of nature writing that weaves science and social engagement, this is the story of an improbable 
band of bird lovers who saved their park. And it is a blueprint for muscular citizenship, powered by joy. 

The next book club meeting will be on Tuesday, November 10th at 7:00 p.m. If you would like to 

participate, contact Mike Warner at mwarner2543@gmail.com. 

 

 
Sign Up Now for the Christmas Bird Count December 19! 
 
The annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC) for the Fermilab Circle is December 19 this year, and the 
always-fun Countdown Dinner is a go! This is your chance to join the world’s longest running community 
science program. Now in its 126th year, the CBC brings together bird lovers across the continent to 
contribute research that helps ornithologists understand bird population abundance and trends. Here in 
DuPage County, the DBC sponsors the Fermilab Circle, a 15-mile circle.  
 
Compiler Jeff Chapman organizes teams and assigns them to coverage areas to count all the birds they 
see and hear on this one day in December. If you have participated in the CBC count last year, you will 
receive an email from Jeff in early December on plans for this year’s count. If it’s been awhile since you 
participated or you’d like to join a team, notify Jeff at jeffchapman948@gmail.com. You do NOT have to 
be an expert birder to join as you will be part of a team. Birders of all skill levels are welcome! Note a 
deadline of a December 1st for new participants. 
 
 

CBC Countdown Dinner is On! 
 
A big part of the fun of the CBC is the annual CBC Countdown Dinner, which will be held on Saturday 

evening, December 19, following the bird count. This is a great way to warm up, relax and enjoy the 

camaraderie of our fellow birders, while Jeff tallies the results of our teams in DuPage County. Whether 

you are on a team or just want to enjoy this very fun DBC social event, all are welcome. This year we are 

heading to Granite City Brewery, in Naperville. Details to follow in the December Drummings! If you 

have any questions about the dinner, contact Sherry Courtney at sherrycourtney10@gmail.com. 

 
Dues Renewal Time 
 
It’s time to renew your dues for next year! Your annual membership dues for 2027 are due by December 
31, 2026. Dues remain $20 for individuals, $30 for families and $10 for students. Please note that any 
new member joining on or after September 1 is automatically registered for the following year.  

mailto:mwarner2543@gmail.com
mailto:jeffchapman948@gmail.com
mailto:sherrycourtney10@gmail.com
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Your dues fund our annual operations and support a broad range of activities, including field trips, 
interesting speakers, research grants, and proactive community outreach. Help us stay strong! Thank 
you for your support and membership. Your 2027 dues may now be paid in any of the following ways:  
 

1. On-line through our website using PayPal or credit card, at this link: 
https://dupagebirding.org/renew 

2. By mailing a check to: DuPage Birding Club P.O. Box 3381 Glen Ellyn, IL 60138  
3. Giving cash or a check in person to a board member  

 
 

DuPage Birding Club Booth is Popular at 

Danada Fall Fest 

On October 10-11 the DuPage Forest Preserve held their 

annual Fall Fest ay Danada East’s Equestrian Center and 

DBC was there to help.  Hundreds of people attended the 

free event and many of them stopped by the DBC table to 

talk about birds. Members of the DBC Outreach Committee 

were there to answer questions about bird identification, 

bird feeder installation (and the best seeds to fill them 

with), where to see birds, and to just listen to the 

stories people wanted to share about their bird 

experiences.  Kids had fun things to do with ink stamps 

and plush-toy birds.  A great time was had by all! 

Many thanks to DBC Outreach Committee members 

who were there to help: Jane Barnett, Natalie McFaul, 

Joan Alexander, Izzy Mages, Elena Nelson, Vince 

Sherwin, Jeff Reiter, Susan Lobone, and Andy Duffy! 

A variety of organizations reach out to the DuPage 

Birding Club in search of presentations and programs 

about birds. Discover what others already know: 

outreach programs can be fun and rewarding—try it! If you would like to volunteer, please contact Mike 

Warner at mwarner2543@gmail.com.  

Welcome New Members! 
 

Stephen and Kathy Black  Homer Glen 

Kevin Gannon    Wheaton 

Marianne Hansel   Bloomingdale 

Christine Henkel   Naperville 

John and Jennifer Kain   Wheaton 

Olivia Staib    Downers Grove 

 

Photos courtesy of Jeff Reiter and Andy Duffy 

https://dupagebirding.org/renew
mailto:mwarner2543@gmail.com
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Save the Date for Upcoming Regional Events 
 
Chicago Wilderness Congress, November 6th 

Thirty+ presentations feature the best ideas and brightest minds doing environmental conservation, 

ecological restoration, land preservation, sustainable agriculture and more, with a focus working within 

human and natural communities and connecting people to nature.  There’s plenty of time to network 

and build new connections with the people you’ll meet at Congress 2026.  For more information or to 

register, visit https://www.chicagowilderness.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2037161&group=.  

25th Annual Gull Frolic, February 14th 

The Gull Frolic returns to Winthrop Harbor on February 14, 2027, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., to celebrate its 

25th year.  This annual tradition is a great chance to socialize with fellow birders and spend a morning 

surveying gulls and other waterbirds—and often rarities—that show up along the coast of Lake 

Michigan. This year’s speaker is Ted Floyd, editor of the ABA’s Birding magazine, well-known author, 

scientist, and educator.  The Gull Frolic is sure to be a sellout, as it always is, so grab your ticket early.  

Members of Illinois Audubon Society will receive a link to register on November 1, while the general 

public can register on November 24. 

Wild Things Conference, February 27th 

The Wild Things 2027 Conference is being held February 27th, 2027, in Rosemont, Illinois. Wild Things 

invites nature enthusiasts from across Illinois and neighboring states to learn about the flora, fauna, 

natural history, and management of the special ecosystems of the Midwest. Be a part of the community 

of scientists, volunteers, conservationists, and natural resource professionals and more! To learn more 

or register, visit https://www.wildthings@friendilnature.org. 

 

DBC’s Summer/Fall ‘26 Photo Contest Wants Your Photos! 
 

The DBC’s Photo Contest is looking for pictures of birds taken between July 1st, 2026, and December 31st, 

2026. All photos are welcome: amateur, funny, imperfect, high-quality. The “story behind the shot” is 

considered when judging. The judges want this to be a fun contest as no categories have been 

predefined - every entry has a chance to win!  

 

Note: the judges ask that you limit the number of photos you enter to five or less. They usually do not 

give out more than one award to the same photographer, even if they submit multiple images. 

 

The contest is open to DBC members only. Photos may be taken anywhere (not just DuPage/Illinois). If a 

picture includes people, the submitter must have permission from those people to publish their image 

on the DBC website. Photographs will be judged by a small team of DBC members. If you would like to 

look at past DBC Photo Contest winners CLICK HERE. 

 

https://www.chicagowilderness.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=2037161&group=
https://www.wildthings@friendilnature.org
https://dupagebirding.org/member-gallery/
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We’re always looking for Photo Contest Judges. If you might be interested, email Mike Warner at 

mwarner2543@gmail.com. No experience necessary! 

 

There are two ways to enter your bird photographs: 

1) If you have a Google Account (you have one if you use Gmail) click the link below: 

 

DBC Photo Contest Entry Form 

 

2) If you do not have a Google Account, email your image as an email attachment to 

dupagebirdingclub@gmail.com. In the body of your email include: 

a) Your name. 

b) The species of the bird(s). 

c) Where the picture was taken. 

d) A Catchy Caption - Enter a caption or title you would like displayed with your pictures. 

(Optional) 

e) Narrative - Tell us about your picture - what's the story behind the shot? Include any 

information the judges might need to fully appreciate your shot. 

 

Good luck! Winners will be announced in the February 2027 Drummings. 

 

News from the Forest Preserve  

West Chicago Prairie Forest Preserve: A Land and Water Conservation Grant between the FPDDC and 
the IDNR was approved for over $700,000 for a nature buffer expansion project at the West Chicago 
Prairie Preserve in West Chicago. 

Grassland Ecological Restoration Using Livestock Grazing: The District approved a pilot project to 
implement livestock (cattle, sheep, goat) grazing to aid in grassland ecological restoration. Tall grass 
prairies are a globally endangered ecosystem and the grassland birds using these habitats are generally 
in decline. District staff feels it would be helpful to go beyond seeding and burning to restore the prairie. 
Historically herbivores such as bison assisted with the evolution of plants that adapt to prairies. As 
keystone species, bison nibbled down some of the woody structures and their grazing increased habitat 
for some grassland bird species. Cattle, sheep, and goats will be used to mimic bison grazing with a 
rotational system set up.  

The site chosen is Hawk Hollow located northwest of Schick and Bartlett Roads. There will be a control 
area and a testing area. Current monitoring reveals there is an overabundance of shrubs, and this 
initiative can be helpful. A contract farmer/rancher will manage the herd and the rotation across several 
paddocks. There will be 50 acres at Hawk Hallow in the program for a three-year term beginning 
December 1. The cost to the District is minimal. The District will construct an entrance, with the licensee 
providing the fencing and watering and any other needs as well as public safety measures. The chosen 
rancher is One Hundred Oaks farm out of West Chicago which already manages a restorative farmland 
with environmentally friendly practices. The program will host 8-10 cattle, 15 sheep and 20 goats. 

mailto:mwarner2543@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/7gEjbEkUwpbUGKbL6
mailto:dupagebirdingclub@gmail.com
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Animals will only be present from May to October. Staff will check on them daily as they move between 
three different enclosures. 

Upcoming Field Trips 

Field Trip Guidelines 

We offer a variety of field trips throughout the year, with opportunities for birders of every experience 
level to participate and enjoy each season. Some trips offer special support for new birders. Participants 
are welcome to contact the trip leader with any questions. 

Registration: For trips with a participant limit, registration with the trip leader is required. In those 
cases, you are NOT registered until you receive confirmation from the trip leader. You will find each 
leader’s preferred contact information within each listing below. 

Guidelines for a Safe and Comfortable Experience 

Field trips will observe the following guidelines to help ensure that our birding outings are safe, 
welcoming, and comfortable for everyone: 

• Field trips are open to nonmembers — you don't need to be a DBC member to join us. 

• Anyone not feeling well should stay home. 

• Attendees under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

• All participants should be aware of and follow the ABA Code of Birding Ethics. 

• Please arrive early so you're ready to bird at the scheduled start time. 

• If you need to cancel, please contact the trip leader as soon as possible — we often have a waitlist 
of birders hoping to join. 

• Most people bring their own binoculars or camera to use to view the birds. If you need to borrow 
binoculars, please let the trip leader know in advance. 

• We strive to be inclusive of all birders. Please let us know if you have any special needs so we can 
plan accordingly. 

Weather and Last-Minute Changes 

Field trips will be cancelled in the event of severe weather. If registration is required, the field trip leader 
will contact you in case of cancellation. Whenever possible, last-minute changes or cancellations will be 
posted on the DuPage Birding Club Fieldtrips webpage, so please check back before heading out. 

Our Commitment to Diversity 

Our mission is to promote the appreciation of birds and all the native plants, animals, and habitats they 
depend on in DuPage County and surrounding areas. We welcome all birders to share in our principles 
of equity, accessibility, inclusion, and the opportunity for all to enjoy the wonder of nature. 
 

https://www.aba.org/aba-code-of-birding-ethics/


 

NOVEMBER 2026 DRUMMINGS 10 

 

We would like to acknowledge that we are birding on the traditional and ancestral homelands of the 
Illinois (Illiniwek), Miami, Potawatomi, Ottawa, and Ojibwe people, and we pay respect to their elders 
past and present. 
 
DBC Field Trips, fieldtripsDBC@gmail.com 
Elena Nelson 
Stephanie Cullerton 
Sherry Courtney (Special Trips) 
 

Saturday, October 31, 11:00 am – 1:00 pm, Hawkwatch at Greene Valley Overlook, Bolingbrook 

Registration with the leader is required for updates on weather conditions, and to receive hawk ID 
handouts. 
Bring a chair, lunch, and a hat to the Greene Valley Hawkwatch, where we will quickly review how to ID 
hawks in flight and then join the team counting migrating raptors. Park on top of the Greene Valley 
Scenic Overlook and join us about 100 feet away on the grass lawn. If winds are good, we can see many 
migrating Broad-winged Hawks in late September. It is a good idea to bring a jacket, hat, and gloves as it 
can be colder up top than at ground level. Watch the Greene Valley Hawkwatch and Hawk ID talks on 
the club's You Tube channel to fully prepare for this experience.  
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greene+Valley+Scenic+Overlook/  
Leader: Vicky Sroczynski, vsroczynski@comcast.net , (630) 297-9512 
 
 
Friday, November 13, 8:00 am – 10:00 am, Warrenville Grove Forest Preserve, Warrenville 

Registration with the leader is required. Limit 8 participants. Registration for nonmembers opens 
on November 1. 
New birders welcome! We'll explore a nice slice of the DuPage River, plus some woods, fields, and 
creeks as autumn and migration fade. Afterwards we have the option of discussing our findings and 
winter plans over hot drinks down the street at Evolet Eve/Cora Coffee. Meet at 3S345 Batavia Road, 
Warrenville. It's a very small parking lot, but we can work out carpooling from a nearby spot if 
necessary. 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/f5uZxX7RPq77t8aB8  
Leader: Steve Constantelos, steve.constantelos@gmail.com  
 
 
Sunday, November 15, 2:30 pm – 5:30 pm, Lyman Woods, Downers Grove 

Registration with the leader is required. Limit 15 participants. Registration for nonmembers opens 
on November 1. 
We will be looking for late migrants and remaining residents. Lyman's trails are almost always muddy 
regardless of the weather. If rain occurs ahead of the trip, expect areas with standing water. Be 
prepared with appropriate footwear, and insect repellent is recommended. Meet at the parking lot on 
31st Street. 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/zqLwGq84LumFFyCG7 
Leader: Matt Crisler, crislermj@gmail.com  
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Greene+Valley+Scenic+Overlook/
mailto:vsroczynski@comcast.net%20
https://maps.app.goo.gl/f5uZxX7RPq77t8aB8
mailto:steve.constantelos@gmail.com%20
https://maps.app.goo.gl/zqLwGq84LumFFyCG7
mailto:crislermj@gmail.com%20
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Saturday, November 21, 7:30 am – 11:00 am, Carl and Myrna Nygren Wetland Preserve, Rockton 

Registration with the leader is required. Limit 10 participants. Registration for nonmembers opens 
on November 1. 
We will be meeting at the parking lot off Rockton Rd. We will start at the observation deck, overlooking 
the wetlands. The preserve is a noted way station for migrating Sandhill Cranes, who overnight here in 
abundance. Afterwards we will walk the 2.5 mile loop around the preserve. Besides the cranes, we will 
be looking for several other species of waterfowl. On my last trip there, American Black Ducks, Ruddy 
Ducks, Tundra Swans, Ring-necked Ducks, Green-winged Teals, and American Coots were all spotted. 
Shrike and Rough Winged Hawks are often spotted in the area as well. 
Rockton is about a 90 minute drive from DuPage County. We can discuss carpooling if anyone is 
interested. 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/axZkpUxGBEy7eNNz5  
Leader: Len Edgin,   ledgin72@gmail.com  
 
 
Sunday, November 22, 8:00 am – 10:00 am, Dean Nature Sanctuary, Oak Brook 

Registration with the leader is required. Limit 12 participants. Registration for nonmembers opens 
on November 1. 
This is a mile walk at a charming nature sanctuary along Salt Creek. Let's visit before it becomes an ice 
rink! New birders welcome. We’ll peek into the creek and then continue to see who's staying with us for 
the winter in pond, savanna, wetland, and woods. Trails are basically level and are grass/dirt, with some 
gravel/pavement. Meet at the parking lot on 115 Canterberry Lane, Oak Brook. 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/F93jCgHbqXjggU6B7  
Leader: Steve Constantelos, steve.constantelos@gmail.com  
 
Saturday, December 5, 8:00 am – 10:30 am, Mallard Lake Forest Preserve, Roselle 

Registration with the leader is required. Limit 8 participants. Registration for nonmembers opens 
on November 1. 
We'll take a beautiful, leisurely 2-mile walk on mostly crushed gravel trails along the lake shore, 
wetlands, fields, and scattered woodlands looking for waterfowl and winter residents. 
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MDGKJdawWFCQyVbq9  
Leader: Elena Nelson, ladylena76@gmail.com  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/axZkpUxGBEy7eNNz5
mailto:ledgin72@gmail.com%20
https://maps.app.goo.gl/F93jCgHbqXjggU6B7
mailto:steve.constantelos@gmail.com%20
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MDGKJdawWFCQyVbq9
mailto:ladylena76@gmail.com%20
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2026 DBC Executive 

Committee Members 

President: Matt Crisler 

Vice President: OPEN 

Treasurer: Rich Gaul 

Recording Secretary: Robert Perez 

Corresponding Secretary: Donnalyn Quint  

Director: Jim Mateski 

Director: Steve Constantelos  

Director: Elena Nelson 

2026 Meeting Schedule  

January 8 July 9 

March 12  September 10 

April 9  October 8 

May 14 November 12 

Bird Conservation Network:  

   Jim Green, Diann Bilderback,  

   Glenn Perricone 

Christmas Count Coordinator: Jeff Chapman  

Communications: Diann Bilderback  

DBC Apparel: Steve Constantelos  

DBC Book Club: Mike Warner  

Drummings: Diann Bilderback, Susan Lewis 

Email Distribution: Bob Fisher 

Facebook: John Cebula 

Field Trips: Stephanie Cullerton, Elena Nelson,  

   Sherry Courtney (special trips) 

Flickr: Urs Geiser  

Forest Preserve Liaison: Dennis Streicher 

 

 

Grants and Donations: Joe Suchecki,  

   Carl Strang, Thelma Hulka, Elena Nelson 

Hospitality: Bonnie Graham 

Instagram: Lissette Jacobson 

Membership Directory: Susan Kaley  

Outreach/Youth Education: Mike Warner 

Photo Contest: Mike Warner 

Speaker Programs: Joe Suchecki, Denis, Kania 

Spring Bird Count: Joe Suchecki 

Webmasters: Barb Dougan, Frederik Heller 

X: Vera Miller 

YouTube Education Channel: Denis Kania, 

    Steve Constantelos 

2026 Committee Chairs 
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